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In Case You Missed It… 
From April 24 through 26, 375 MAC Annual Meeting attendees braved capricious 
midwestern weather and descended on Kansas City, Missouri, for “The Syncopa-
tions of History.” April showers didn’t keep MACers from enjoying three excellent 
tours of Kansas City repositories. Highlights included stops at the National World 
War I Museum, Missouri Valley Special Collections at the Kansas City Public 
Library, and the Marr Sound Archives at the University of Missouri–Kansas 
City. Despite being a tad wet from the morning shower turned afternoon storm, 
members were treated to a delightful ple-
nary session with speaker Chuck Haddix of 
the Marr Sound Archives. Haddix detailed 
how he used archival collections to correct 
accepted errors in existing scholarship on 
jazz legend and KC native, Charlie Parker. 
Archival sound recordings complemented 
his talk and rounded out a truly enjoyable 
session. Attendees had the opportunity to 
purchase copies of Haddix’s books at the 
end of his talk before dispersing to attend 
the first sessions of the conference.
In a continuation of the mood set by the afternoon plenary, members left the 
Westin for a festive evening reception at the American Jazz Museum in the heart of 
Plenary speaker Chuck Haddix reveals 
little-known facts about legendary jazz 
saxophonist Charlie Parker.
(Continued on page 5)
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Fall Symposium—Oral History, Archives, and Innovation 
When the Federal Writers’ Project of the Works Progress Administration (WPA) 
completed its program to collect interviews in 1940, the more than 10,000 oral 
histories it had captured within the span of four years preserved a glimpse into 
the compelling and complex history of the United States. The interviews filled the 
pages of approximately 2,900 documents reconstructed from notes and memory 
and included the recollections of a diverse array of men and women who had 
lived through the Civil War, were surviving the Great Depression, had recently 
immigrated to the United States, lived in urban and rural settings, and represented 
a myriad of social, economic, and political viewpoints and experiences.1 Since the 
WPA, oral history interviews have been recorded on analog media, including 
acetate discs, wire recordings, and magnetic tapes. As oral history collection 
and capture transitioned to digital audio and video, archivists, historians, digital 
preservation librarians, and other stakeholders had to reconsider new ways to curate 
and create access to recorded life stories and experiences in an online environment. 
Format obsolescence and differing budgets, staff, and resources make transcription, 
preservation, description, and dissemination more challenging within an archival 
(Continued on page 4)
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